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The Power of Community 
 
Rising fuel and food prices are something we have all got used to. But are those prices ever going to stop 
rising? Or will they just keep going up? And what (if anything) can be done about it?  
 
Around fifty people gathered at the Farnham Maltings last Thursday to watch two films exploring these 
issues. 
 
The Age of Cheap Oil is Over 
The first film explained how the world is now entering the period called ‘peak oil’: a time when demand for oil 
is greater than all the oil-producing nations can supply.  
 
When you first drill an oil well, the oil often spurts out of the ground under its own pressure. But over time the 
pressure reduces and the oil becomes harder and harder to get at. The first oil well was drilled in 1859, and 
in 2008 we have now pumped out nearly all the oil that is easy to get at: the “sweet”, light crude. What is left 
is “heavy” crude. This is more difficult and more expensive to extract. It is also more difficult and expensive to 
refine into useful products like petrol, fertilisers and plastics.  
 
Every year that goes by, we pump out the oil that is easiest to get at. And every year that goes by, less oil is 
left and it is harder and harder to extract. (North Sea oil production peaked in 1999, and has been declining 
ever since, dropping faster every year.) 
 
We have now reached the point where the world’s supply of oil cannot keep up with world demand. Prices 
are going to continue to rise from now on. 
 
This will affect us all 
The first film explained the likely consequences on the costs of food, transport, and construction – things that 
have all been in the news lately. It talked about the potential for war and conflict as people fight to control the 
remaining oil. (Again we have seen the war in Iraq.) And it talked about the need to build sustainable local 
economies if we are to survive the coming impacts on the global economy. 
  
If we work together we can create a better future 
The second film showed the story of what happened in Cuba in the 1990s. Oil imports there fell suddenly 
after the collapse of the Soviet Union. This is the best example we have of what is likely to happen because 
of ‘peak oil’. Infant mortality and malnutrition rose. People had to learn to grow their own food together or 
starve. This “special period” was a difficult time for Cubans, but they worked together and were able to find 
solutions in food, energy, transport and other areas that helped them to have better lives with less energy. 
 
Here in England the impacts of peak oil are already with us. They are in the news every day and they are 
growing. 
 
Also growing is the transition movement – a global grass roots response of nearly a thousand towns 
worldwide, working to find community responses to the challenges of peak oil and climate change. If you 
would like to join a group of people who are working to find community-led solutions for the Farnham area, 
before the worst impacts come, visit www.transitionfarnham.wordpress.com or telephone Farnham 728409. 
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