
TEN SAMPLE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS COVERED IN 
‘CHICKENS’ – THE BOOK. 
 
 
 
Are chickens right for me? 
 
If you like animals and appreciate fresh eggs then I pronounce ‘Yes’ 
chickens are for you.  They come in an abundance of shapes, sizes 
and colours.  Consequently there is a girl out there to suit every 
person and every garden.  The girls do not need walking and will 
put themselves to bed!  If you have any doubts about keeping them, 
book yourself onto a chicken keeping course, having attended one 
you will know if it is right for you. 
 
 
What breed shall I buy? 
 
This really depends on what you want from your chickens and how 
much space you can give them.  Bantams are small chickens and 
need less space but they lay smaller eggs and certainly not as many 
as a hybrid.  Hybrid chickens are great if you have a reasonable 
size run with the bonus of laying between 260-300 eggs a year.  
They are very hardy birds that are usually vaccinated, which 
makes them ideal for the beginner.  If you buy from a reputable 
breeder you will then have a knowledgeable person on the end of a 
phone if you need any help or support. 
 
 
What to look for when buying chickens 
 
Make sure you view your chickens and their environment.  Their 
home should be clean with fresh water and feed available.  The 
girls should be busy and alert.  Never buy a hunched quiet looking 
chicken, this is usually an indication of illness.  The person selling 
the chickens should be happy for you to check the girls over and 
answer any questions you have.  The girls should have bright clear 
eyes, clean nostrils and lovely feathers, legs should be smooth and 
bottoms clean.  Trust your instincts. 
 
 
Should I buy hens or cockerels or a mixture? 
 



Chickens like to have a cockerel around but they are just as happy 
in an all girl community.  It does not affect how your girls lay.  
They will lay whether you have a cockerel or not.  If you live in a 
built up area it is probably kinder to your neighbours not to have 
one.  On the other hand if you live with no near neighbours and 
enjoy getting up at the crack of dawn then why not!  If you decide 
to keep a cock then have one with a minimum of three girls. 
 



 
 
 
What should I feed them? 
 
They thrive on a diet of layers pellets, mixed corn as a treat in the 
afternoon and daily veg or fruit.  The layers pellets are a complete 
balanced diet for chickens and should be available on an ad hoc 
basis.  Mixed corn is a real treat for hens but is the equivalent of a 
Mars bar to them so should be given in small quantities in the 
afternoon and scattered on the floor to occupy the girls.  Left over 
vegetables and fruit is always appreciated as is cooled pasta and 
rice, but remember we all deserve the occasional treat but not too 
much and not all the time.  Mixed grit should be available all the 
time, the girls use this to help them digest their food and absorb 
calcium to produce lovely egg shells. 
 
 
Where do they live? 
 
Chickens need to live outside in a special chicken coup with an 
adequate fox proofed run.  It needs to be predator safe and easy to 
use and clean.  You really do not want to be on your hands and 
knees cleaning or crawling into the run to top up feed, so make 
sure it is practical.  They need at least one nest box per three hens 
for them to lay their eggs, a perch to roost on and runs should be as 
spacious as possible.  The more space you give them the happier 
they will be. 
 
 
What tasks do I need to do every day? 
 
Every day you need to let them out in the morning, not too early 
and wait until the world is awake in the hope Mr Fox has gone to 
bed.  The girls appreciate fresh water daily and a quick top up of 
food and you can watch their hilarious antics for a while.  Cast 
your eyes around the perimeters of their enclosure to check all is 
well and see if Mr Fox has been trying to get in.  Collecting their 
eggs is a lovely heartwarming experience.  In the afternoon a 
scattering corn will be received with gregarious clucks.  Any 
leftover vegetable peelings can be given.  This is the best time to 
observe your girls and you will feel the stress of the day just slip 



away.  At dusk you need to lock your girls pophole and your tasks 
are completed. 



 
 
What happens if they get sick?  
 
If they are kept in a coup of adequate size, given feed and fresh 
water daily, wormed and treated for parasites regularly very little 
can go wrong!  If you feel your girls are poorly your first job is to 
ring the person you purchased your girls from.  They should be 
knowledgeable and able to help with most common ailments, if not 
they should certainly have a phone number for a good poultry vet. 
 
 
Should I expect eggs every day? 
 
The best egg layers lay up to 300 eggs a year so you are not going 
to get an egg every day for a whole year.  Once your girls start 
laying they usually lay daily and take a short break whilst they 
moult and recharge themselves.  The girls should then restart and 
continue laying but not quite as many.  Many people stagger buying 
their girls so they have a continued supply of eggs.  Hybrid 
chickens will lay more eggs than purebreed chickens. 
 
 
How many should I keep? 
 
There are several questions you should ask yourself before the 
answer becomes apparent.  How many eggs do you require?  How 
much space do you have?  How much time do you have to spare?  
Chickens enjoy being a flock and are social animals so keeping one 
is not an option.  In my experience three girls or more is the best 
scenario.  You will always have one girl who is the matriarch and 
the other girls will assume a pecking order below her. 


